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in the Hispanic community; The Hispanic
Women’s League has ensured the future of
the Hispanic community is a bright one and for
that | would like to commend you.

The Latino Business Owners Association
(LBOA) has become a sound and strong orga-
nization that serves existing and startup busi-
nesses in our community. It is the anchor of
support in the business community with Lead-
ership and Guidance. Aiding entrepreneurship
in the Hispanic community, the LBOA is on
the frontline of economical prosperity, pro-
viding credibility and an overall positive future
for the community it has vowed to aid, and for
this | commend you.

These three organizations play vital roles in
the destiny of this community, and | know that
their tireless efforts will continue to have a
positive impact and play a major role in this
city for years to come.

———

RECOGNIZING HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the celebration of His-
panic Heritage Month and to recognize the im-
portance of democracy in the Americas.

Hispanic Heritage Month runs from Sep-
tember 15th to October 15th each year and is
an occasion for all Americans to recognize the
invaluable achievements and contributions that
Hispanic Americans have made to our nation.
The first day of Hispanic Heritage Month also
marks the anniversary of independence for six
Latin American countries—Mexico, Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Nicaragua.

Hispanic Americans are members of a rap-
idly expanding and increasingly influential
community in this nation, and they have
played a vital role in shaping our nation’s cul-
ture. They have contributed to every aspect of
enhancing our society including serving as
leaders in business, government, law, science
and the arts. Additionally, they have sacrificed
in the defense of this nation’s freedom by
serving in every major American conflict. Cur-
rently more than 10 percent of our active duty
force is of Latino descent.

During this month’s celebration, it is impor-
tant to take time to recognize the value of the
role Hispanics have taken in the democratic
process both here in the United States and
abroad. Hispanics in this country have taken
an active role in democracy by increasing
voter participation and striving to be model citi-
zens, truly meriting recognition. Hispanic
Americans’ dedication to democracy is an ex-
tension of their strong commitment to commu-
nity, hard work, and family unity.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | call upon my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing and cele-
brating National Hispanic Heritage Month.
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STATEMENT ON HOW TO END THE
WAR IN IRAQ

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on September
15, 2005, | prepared the following statement
during a hearing organized by Rep. LYNN
WOOLSEY on how to end the war in Iraq:

Good morning. Thank you, Chairwoman
WOooLSEY for your leadership in holding this
important hearing. 1,896 of our brave young
men and women have died in Irag. By some
counts, up to 100,000 innocent Iragis have
perished in a war that was based on false
premises. It was wrong to go in from the start
and it is wrong to stay. And it is counter-
productive to U.S., Iragi and regional interests,
as Iraq heads closer to an all-out civil war.

The U.S. presence in Iraq is fueling the in-
surgency, and has turned Iraq into a training
ground for the insurgents. The insurgency is
growing stronger by the day and attack tactics
are becoming more advanced. Iraqgi rebels
have refined their bomb-making skills. Accord-
ing to a CIA assessment from this past June,
the Iraq war was likely to produce a dan-
gerous legacy by dispersing to other countries
Iragi and foreign combatants more adept and
better organized that they were before the
conflict.

It is not only our soldiers who are falling vic-
tim to this insurgency. Just yesterday it was
reported that almost 150 Iragis died and 500
were wounded in coordinated attacks of at
least a dozen suicide bombings in Baghdad.
114 of those people were Shiite day laborers
in Baghdad, lured into a minibus by a suicide
bomber with the promise of work. This was
the second deadliest suicide bombing since
the war began. Al-Zargawi’s Sunni militant
group, Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, claimed re-
sponsibility in statements released over the
group’s website that said the bombings sig-
nified that “the battle to avenge the Sunni
people of Tal Afar has started.” Later, an
audiotape released over the Internet that was
said to be from Al-Zargawi declared a “full-
scale war on Shiites around Iraq, without
mercy.”

One year ago today, it was reported that a
National Intelligence Estimate produced for
President Bush in the summer of 2004 on the
political, economic and security situation in
Iraq determined that at best, stability in Iraq
would be tenuous, and at worst, there were
trend lines that pointed to a civil war.

Now today, as fears of civil war in Iraq are
becoming realized, it is clear that the worst
scenario predicted is coming true. The U.S.
presence in Irag in only making the conflict
worse, as it is strengthening tensions between
the Sunni militants and the Shiite majority, and
serving to strengthen the insurgency.

The Iraqi constitution and the run-up to the
October 15 referendum on the constitution has
been a central point of concern for the Sunnis,
who feel that the constitution will institu-
tionalize their reduced role in Iraq. Tensions
between Sunnis and Shiites have increased
recently and the attacks yesterday in Baghdad
only emphasize that point. Yet the constitution
is widely perceived to have a large U.S. foot-
print. Adnan Pachachi described how U.S.
Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad participated in

September 15, 2005

most meetings for the constitution and was not
neutral. Despite the Sunnis wanting to con-
tinue negotiations on the constitution, accord-
ing to Mr. Pachachi, Ambassador Khalilzad
was interested in seeing the draft constitution
done and sent to the National Assembly as
soon as possible in order to prove that US
policy has succeeded in Iraq.

Furthermore, the U.S. presence has served
to attract and recruit terrorists into Iraq, to fight
the U.S. and what they consider to be the
U.S.-backed government of Iraqg. The insur-
gents’ attacks are becoming more advanced
through their practice on U.S. soldiers and
now they are applying these improved tactics
on the Shiite majority.

The U.S. presence is strengthening tensions
within Iraq. There is no better time to leave
than now—before the situation worsens. Iraqis
themselves have asked for it. On June 23, 83
members of Irag’s newly elected National As-
sembly signed a petition calling for a timetable
for the withdrawal of foreign troops.

A member of the Assembly, Abdul-Rahman
al-Neeimi, told the paper that American forces
“have used all possible means in order to pro-
voke sectarian strife in Iraq, but have failed
thanks to God.” He concluded by saying, “We
tell the occupation forces: Hands off the Iraqi
people and let us heal our wounds by our own
means.”

It is time for this Congress to put aside the
partisan differences that have occurred over
the war and to come together in a plan where
we can unify to take steps to withdraw our
troops from Iraq and to take steps to heal the
breach that the war has created between
America and the world community. NEIL ABER-
CROMBIE, WALTER JONES, RON PAUL and | in-
troduced a bipartisan bill calling for the with-
drawal of U.S. forces from lIrag, and an an-
nouncement of the withdrawal by December
31, 2005. | believe that while a number of fac-
tors must come into play for a successful with-
drawal, which | hope will be highlighted here
today, merely announcing the withdrawal will
start to reverse the increasingly disastrous
course in Iraq.

————

IN LASTING MEMORY OF RAY
BRAXTON MARTIN

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life and legacy of Ray
Braxton Martin. Ray died on August 21, 2005
in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Born on November
23, 1919 in the town of Rison, Arkansas, Ray
graduated as co-valedictorian with his twin
brother, Roy, from Rison High School in 1937.

Ray and his brother dedicated 31 years to
Martin Brothers Gas Company. Ray is per-
haps best remembered in Rison for his service
to the Election Commission for nearly 35
years. It was imperative to Ray that local elec-
tions were carried out with the utmost integrity
and honesty. Ray’s impressive list of commu-
nity activities include the Superintendent of
Rison Baptist Church Sunday School where
he was also a deacon, a 32nd degree Mason,
past President of Arkansas Butane Associa-
tion, and past Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees for Henderson State University. As you
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can see, Ray spent a lifetime giving back to
his community.

An avid Rison Wildcat football fan, Ray will
be remembered by many in the Rison commu-
nity for nearly six decades as the voice of the
Wildcats. In 1995, Ray and his brother were
honored for their dedication to the Rison
School District when the school district des-
ignated a ‘Ray and Roy Martin Week’ to honor
a half century of service. Ray truly set a high
bar of community service for us all to aspire
to.

Ray was a dear friend of mine and my
heartfelt condolences go out to Ray’s wife,
Mary Ethel, their daughters, Cindy and Hilda;
their grandsons, Marty, Russ, and Jason; and
their great-granddaughters, Lindsey and Ella.
While Jim may no longer be with us, his leg-
acy and his spirit will always live on in all the
lives he touched.

TRIBUTE TO JESS F. GRANONE

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Jess F.
Granone for his many years of outstanding
service as Executive Director of the U.S.
Space and Missile Defense Technical Center
(SMDTC). Mr. Granone is leaving the position,
which he assumed in May of 1999.

As director of SMDTC, he has been respon-
sible for managing the day-to-day research,
development, test, and evaluation activities for
the Army’s space and missile defense tech-
nology program. He has ensured that the
command’s efforts are balanced and inte-
grated to support the Army, the Missile De-
fense Agency, and the Program Executive Of-
fice for the Air and Missile Defense.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Granone began his career
in missile defense as an engineer in the Joint
Anti-Tactical Missile Project office in the mid-
1980s. He has participated in numerous inter-
national defense initiatives in conjunction with
NATO, lIsrael, and Japan, as well as numer-
ous special assignments such as Chairman of
the U.S. Army Missile Review Board.

Some of Mr. Granone’s accomplishments in-
clude developing SMDC'’s first integrated tech-
nology program for Directed Energy, devel-
oping the first ever KATYUSHA rocket shot
down by a laser system, and developing the
Army’s science and technology research ef-
forts related to space and office products. Mr.
Granone was also instrumental in starting the
Rapid Aerostat Initial Deployment System pro-
gram.

Through his many years of service, Mr.
Granone has received numerous awards for
his accomplishments. Most notably, he has re-
ceived the Senior Executive Service Presi-
dential Rank Award, the Meritorious Civilian
Service Award, the Superior Civilian Service
Award, and a Letter of Commendation from
the Secretary of Defense.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of Ala-
bama’s 5th Congressional District, | rise today
to express my gratitude to Jess Granone for
his service to our military and our Nation.
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS M.
DEVANNEY

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Thomas M.
Devanney for his many years of outstanding
service to our military and our Nation.

Mr. Devanney is currently the Acting Pro-
gram Director for the Ground-Based Mid-
course Defense Joint Program Office. In this
capacity, he is responsible for the Ground-
Based Midcourse Defense element of the Bal-
listic Missile Defense System.

Including his service in the GMD Joint Pro-
gram office, Mr. Devanney has over thirty
years of military and civilian missile system
acquisition experience. Through his many
years of service, Mr. Devanney has served in
a variety of roles including the Chief of Mis-
siles and Air Defense Systems in the Pen-
tagon, Deputy PEO for Army Tactical Missiles
and the Project Manager for the TOW Heavy
Antitank Weapon Systems. He also served
two overseas tours with the HAWK Air De-
fense System, and tours in Germany, Korea,
and Vietnam.

Upon retiring from the Army, Mr. Devanney
entered the private sector with Alliant
Techsystems, Inc. He held several key posi-
tions, including Director of the Warheads and
Munitions Business Segment.

For his many accomplishments, Mr.
Devanney has received numerous prestigious
awards. Most notably, he has received the
Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious Ex-
ecutives, the Exceptional Civilian Service
Award, the Distinguished Service Medal, the
Legion of Merit Award, and the Bronze Star
Medal.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of Ala-
bama’s 5th Congressional District, | rise today
to express my gratitude to Thomas Devanney
for his extraordinary service to our military and
our Nation.

———

IN HONOR OF JOYCE L. FIGGS,
PRESIDENT OF THE LADIES
AUXILIARY OF THE DELAWARE
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S ASSO-
CIATION

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to
Joyce Figgs, the outgoing President of the La-
dies Auxiliary of the Delaware Volunteer Fire-
men’s Association (LADVFA). In addition to
logging more than 46 years of service to the
Delmar Ladies Auxiliary, Joyce has also
served several terms as President of the
Delmar chapter.

From 1991-1993, Joyce served as the La-
dies Auxiliary President in Wicomico County,
Maryland. After a successful term in the Free
State, thankfully, Joyce shifted her talents to
Delaware and in 1993, was elected President
of the Sussex County Ladies Auxiliary.

In 1994, Joyce was inducted into the Del-
Mar-Va Hall of Honor, an illustrious and fitting
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tribute. However, her service would not stop
with this induction. Joyce would serve addi-
tional terms as President of the Del-Mar-Va
Firemen’s Association Ladies Auxiliary from
1996 to 1997 and President in Wicomico
County until 2003.

As you know, firefighters are of critical im-
portance to our society. In order to be as ef-
fective as possible, they require dedicated and
organized supporters. During her tenure,
Joyce has led the Auxiliary in these areas ad-
mirably.

In closing Mr. Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize Joyce Figgs for her exceptional career
of service and dedication. LADVFA 1st Vice-
President Barbara Rossiter and 2nd Vice-
President Florence Legates join me in con-
gratulating Joyce on her service as President
of the LADVFA.

———————

TRIBUTE TO MS. ELOUISE
ASHFORD COLEMAN

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 15, 2005

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a friend and fellow South Caro-
linian, Ms. Elouise Ashford Coleman. After 35
years of tireless dedication to the students of
South Carolina, Ms. Coleman is celebrating
her retirement on Saturday with friends and
family.

Ms. Coleman received her early public
school education in Fairfield County, grad-
uating from McCrorey-Liston High School in
1966. She then matriculated at Vorhees Col-
lege, receiving a Bachelors of Arts in Mathe-
matics in 1970. Ms. Coleman began her edu-
cational career shortly thereafter. First, as a
math teacher at Winnsboro High School in
Fairfield County, and later, as a math teacher
at Columbia High School, in Columbia, South
Carolina. She taught at Columbia High for 19
years, during which time she received a Mas-
ter's degree in Education from the University
of South Carolina.

Ms. Coleman left the classroom in 1994
upon accepting the position of Assistant Prin-
cipal at Columbia High School. It is from this
position that Ms. Coleman is retiring after
serving as an administrator for 11 years. She
will be sorely missed as she begins her well
deserved retirement.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me today in honoring Ms. Elouise
Ashford Coleman. She has given of her time
and talents for 35 years as an educator in my
home state. The contributions she has made
to her community and to the educational sys-
tem will leave lasting impressions on the lives
she has touched. | wish her continued suc-
cess and Godspeed.
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